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General PTO Meeting Minutes
Monday, November 6, 2017 
In Attendance:
 Michel Hinton, Barbara Nassab, Sarah Castro, Kathy Stallings, Sheila Williamson, Pamela Viteri, Kim Hill, Jenifer Butler, Jeanette Ellis, MaryJane Mudd, Pamela McCullough, Ebony Lumpkin, Frosy Graf, Kim Coolidge, Faye Haugland, Kristine Williams, Marie Carrillo, Sujata Ramaknisham.

Meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.
Welcome- Getting back into gear after Harvey, everyone was welcomed, we have special guest speakers tonight!
Approval of minutes from last meeting.
Pam Viteri’s name needs to be added to the header. Minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Introduction of special guest speakers- Robert Lundin, Former Assistant HISD Superintendent and Holly Villaseca, Current Board Interim Member, candidates for HISD trustee position six 

[bookmark: _GoBack]It was also pointed out that WHS shares the Dance teacher with Shadow Briar because it feeds into WSH Fine arts program. Our school proactively reaches out to the Middle schools and fosters the Elementary schools relationships as well.

Some schools need to build up their PTO team, they are not really well organized and WHS could help with that too.

Homecoming Update-   Shout outs to the HOCO!!
It had a great turn out, about 1000 kids showed up. The problem was to resolve the fact that some kids forgot their ID or ticket and time was spent with this, so one idea for next time is to send a text message when they purchase the ticket and the student has the responsibility of letting us know, if they did or not receive it within 48 hrs.
The Photo Booth was very appealing for the kids, since it took place outside.
Another shout out was at only 2 weeks, of the event, we had a list passing to get more help with the HOCO. We need to get new moms involved with all the volunteering programs. 
The highlight of the night was one of the student’s sister who has been deployed, and they were able to surprise the student with her presence that night. The special Ed kids, was a very emotional thing to see, how those kids were very engaged in the dance.

Fundraiser Report- Russo’s Pizzas is pushing Westside success and our partnership with Chick- Fi-la, is working out great for off campus lunch. We continue to push this through our website.

Principal’s Report- Westside had 7 distinctions last year it was recognized with 7 out of 7, amongst Carnegie and Debakey.
The areas were Index 2, student progress for which you have to be in the top 25 in TX. 
Index 3 was closing the achievement gap and Index 4 was improving score by 5points. 
We are also introducing LC9, running in the library after school each day. Ms. Ziegler is in charge, they will have teacher/tutor help for students with questions, group projects or just get homework done in a quiet place from 3:15 to 4:15 PM, Monday through Thursday.
Guidance period started this week as well, it provides an academic reinforcement and college prep type activities.
New grading structure for the fall finals** to account for Harvey. They will take 20% from the 1st semester, 40% & 40% from the 2nd and 3rd, so there will not be a final exam for this fall semester and they will have a summative assessment as well. They will also use a formula for the grade and get an average.

**The finals policy was changed after the PTO meeting to reflect traditional 25% x 3 6 wks + 25% final.
Budget update-
October was a very busy month due to a late start and the HOCO.
Last year’s parking spots are no longer desirable spaces, that’s why we are low on funds, but since the HOCO had such great turn out, it evened us out.
Westside wishes for last year was spent this year and it was indicated that way in this year’s budget, therefore, it shows in negative.

VIPS Volunteer Forms- They have come in and we did great, we were wondering if combining the form was a good idea, although we got complements from someone who said it was the best form they have filled out, very easy and self-explanatory.
Also, they are looking for someone to take on the role for VIPs for 2018-19. 

Teacher Appreciation Update- Grab and Go lunch is an idea, or have lunch in the library on 12/20 during A/B lunch. 
Four teachers received $2000 donated to them by staff and other donors, since they had been affected by the Hurricane.

College Center report- A little lower than usual due to Harvey, but still a great turn out. There were new volunteers this time which was good to see!

New Business- Ebony Lumpkin, introduces herself as Choices Counselor, she meets with groups of kids, promoting yoga as a way to focus and achieve goals, in a more relaxed way.

Transportation-   This issue was commented about, because we do not have enough bus drivers and kids have had to drop out of WHS due to not having a way of getting to our school. We have some new drivers now but we are still short and hiring for that job.

Correspondent Secretary Report- Cleaned up emails.

Senior Class Activities- Senior info in the e-news is skate night, it takes place next week, it’s $10 the tickets or at the door $20.  Prestige is taking senior pics.

Adjourn- Meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM
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